SNAPSHOT – September, 1868

POLITICS:

The Civil War – 1861-1865:

The American Civil War ended in 1865.  On April 9th, 1865, General Lee surrendered his Confederate Army to General Ulysses S. Grant.  On April 14th, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln was shot at Ford's Theater by John Wilkes Booth.  He died the next morning.  Vice President Andrew Johnson assumed the presidency.

In May, the remaining Confederate forces surrendered, thus marking the end of the American Civil War.  On December 6, 1865, the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was passed, abolishing slavery.

Alaska Purchase – 1867:

In 1867, Secretary of State William H. Seward negotiated with Russia for the purchase of the Alaska Territory, for the agreed-upon price of $7.2 million (less than 2 cents an acre).  However, many opponents of this purchase refer to Alaska as "Seward's Folly" or "Seward's Icebox".  It won't be until 1896, when the great Klondike Gold Strike will convince critics of the value of this new territory.

Presidential Election – 1868:

Ulysses S. Grant, former Union general, is the Republican candidate for president, with Speaker of the House Schuyler Colfax (Indiana) as his running mate.  Opposing him on the Democratic ticket is Horace Seymour, the governor of New York, with Francis P. Blair (Missouri) as his running mate.  

(The elections will be in November, and Grant will win the election by a significant margin, carrying all but 8 states.  Seymour's strongest showing is in the South.)

POPULAR FIGURES:

The James Brothers:

Brothers Frank and Jesse James are outlaws in the "Wild West" (well, mostly Missouri, really).  Jesse is popularized in dime novels as a modern day "Robin Hood" who robs from the rich and gives to the poor.  (Nothing is mentioned in such novels about all the innocents killed along the way – accidentally or deliberately.)  As former members of William Quantrill's band of Confederate guerillas, their popularity is stronger in the south, but they still have quite a following even in the north thanks to romantic novels and sensationalist newspaper reports.

POPULAR MUSIC:

"When Johnny Comes Marching Home Again" (c. 1863)

"Dixie" (? – many different versions and claimed authors)

"Battle Hymn of the Republic" (c. 1861)

Hymns:

"He Leadeth Me" (c. 1862)

"Go Tell It On the Mountain" (? – African/American spiritual)

INVENTION AND TECHNOLOGY:

1804 – Gas lighting and the first steam engine locomotive are patented.  (The latter, however, is too heavy to be useful.)

1809 – The first electric light – the arc lamp – is invented.

1810 – The tin can is invented.

1814 – The first functional steam locomotive is invented.  The first photograph is taken in France – though it takes 8 hours to expose the picture.

1815 – The miner's lamp is invented.

1825 – Invention of the electromagnet.

1829 – Invention of the typographer – a predecessor to the typewriter.  Invention of Braille printing.  Also, the first hotel with indoor plumbing is built in Boston.

1830 – Mechanical sewing machine invented.

1832 – Invention of the stereoscope.

1834 – The first practical refrigerator is invented by Jacob Perkins, using an ether compression cycle.  However, it won't be until 1876 that the process of liquefying gas will become a standard part of refrigeration technology.

1835 – The wrench is patented.  Charles Babbage invents a huge mechanical calculator (the Difference Engine).  The propeller is invented in England.  

1836 – Samuel Colt invents the first revolver.  (It won't be until the 1870s that the first breech-loading revolver is produced, however; until then, it's still necessary to pull back the hammer between shots.)

1837 – Samuel Morse invents the telegraph.  Rowland Hill invents the postage stamp.

1838 – Samuel Morse invents Morse Code.

1839 – The word "photography" is first used.  Daguerrotype photography is invented.  Charles Goodyear invents rubber vulcanization.  Kirkpatrick McMillan invents the bicycle.  Sir Robert William Grove invents the hydrogen fuel cell.

1840 – John Herschel invents the blueprint.

1841 – Samuel Slocum invents the stapler.

1842 – The first grain elevator is built.

1843 – The facsimile is invented in Scotland.

1845 – The first successful inflated rubber tire is invented and producted – but it is too costly for practical widespread use.  The first practical and commercially successful pneumatic tire won't come about until 1888.

1846 – Anesthesia is first successfully used – by a dentist, for a tooth extraction.

1849 – Walter Hunt invents the safety pin.

1850s – Daguerrotype photography is popular – there are over 70 Daguerrotype studios in New York City alone.  Sewing machines first go into mass production – most notably being the mechanical sewing machine produced by Isaac Singer.

1850 - Bent Steel Hoop – allows for well-to-do women to wear bell-like skirts of ever-larger proportions.  This trend, however, is diminishing as of 1868, in favor of the bustle.

1850s – The hyalotype – a glass-plate photographic positive – is developed, allowing the possibility of slide projection.  It is not until the 1870s that they will be widely available as "magic lantern slides".

1852 – Invention of the gyroscope.

1853 – Invention of a successful manned glider.

1854 – John Tyndall demonstrates the principles of fiber optics.

1855 – Rayon ("artificial silk") is invented, but the process is too slow to be practical.  (It won't be until the 1880s that a better method is developed.)

1856 – Louis Pasteur invents pasteurization.

1857 – The Pullman Sleeping Car is invented by railcar manufacturer George Pullman.  The first American patent for a "plunger closet" (in-house flushing bathroom) is issued.

1862 – Dr. Richard Gatling invents the gatling gun.  It won't be until 1885 that a portable machine gun is invented.

1863 – The first man-made plastic is invented – "celluloid", which is manufactured as an artificial substitute for ivory.

1864 – A single-stroke internal combustion engine is invented in Austria.  (The combustion engine won't really become successful until 1874, however, with the invention of the four-stroke engine.)

1865 – Hungarian doctor Ignaz Semmelweis dies in a sanitorium; his long-rejected and greatly ridiculed claims that hand-washing is essential to prevent the spreading of contagions when operating on patients are finally (gradually) accepted – after his death.

1866 – French engineer George Leclanche patents a carbon-zinc wet battery called the Leclanche cell.  As of 1868, some 20,000 of these cells are being used with telegraph equipment.  (The first commercially successful dry cell will not be invented until 1881.)  Also, Alfred Nobel invents dynamite.  Tin cans with key openers are first patented.  The torpedo is invented in England.

1867 – The first practical and modern typewriter is invented.

"The Present":

The railroad is the major form of cross-country transportation of goods – and now of passengers.  In 1867 and early 1868, several patents are issued for a new invention: the refrigerated car.  In 1868, the automatic car coupler is first patented, as a replacement for the dangerous link-and-pin coupler in use at this time.

Standard-sized clothing is a new phenomenon, brought about by the high demand for uniforms for the Civil War.  

POSSIBLE ANACHRONISMS:

"The real McCoy" is a phrase that hasn't been coined just yet.  That will be in 1872 – a reference to a new oiling device invented by Elijah McCoy, the son of former slaves – a device that revolutionizes the industrial machine industry.

Radio is not yet in use.  Although James Scott Maxwell, a Scottish physicist, has suggested the possibility of radio waves in the 1860s, it is not until 1886 that radio waves are demonstrated (in Germany), and until 1895 that the first radio signal is transmitted and received (in Italy).

Mail order catalogs aren't yet in circulation.  That will start with A. M. Ward's catalog in 1872.

Barbed wire will be invented in 1873.

The phonograph has not yet been invented.  (It will be patented by Thomas Edison in 1877.)

Practical lightbulbs aren't in use yet.  The first practical, long-lasting lightbulb will be invented in 1878.

Toilet paper does not yet exist.  It will be invented in England in 1880 (as separate strips in a box), and won't appear in roll form in America until 1907.

Flash photography does not yet exist.  Flashbulbs and flashlight powder are not yet invented.  (Flashlight powder is invented in 1887; flashbulbs in 1930.)

Refrigerators in the modern sense are technically POSSIBLE, but won't really come about until the 1870s – and then, they'll still be rare.  Presently, the way to preserve food is to have a cold cellar or an ice box – or to rely on preserves.

Flashlights don't exist yet.  That won't happen until 1898.

