SLANG

absquatulate: to take leave, to disappear.  (Vamoose, skedaddle.)

accelerator: a velocipede.  (Bicycle.)

acknowledge the corn: to admit the truth; to confess; to acknowledge one's own obvious lie or shortcoming.

across lots: to push on straight through despite obstacles.

algerine: a pirate.

all creation, all nature, all wrath: everything or everybody.  ("I could eat like all wrath."  "He pulls like all creation.")

all-fired: hell-fired.

all on one stick: a conglomeration or combination.  ("He kept a kind of hotel and grocery store, all on one stick, as we say.")

all-overish: uncomfortable.

allow: to admit; to be of the opinion.  ("She said she would allow he was the most beautiful complected child she had ever seen.")

all possessed, like: like someone or something possessed by the devil.  ("He'd carry on like all possessed.")

all to pieces: completely; absolutely.  ("I know him all to pieces.")

almighty: huge.  ("I felt almighty blue.")

amalgamation: the mixing of blacks and whites.  ("The Senator further makes the broad charge that Abolitionists wish to enforce the unnatural system of amalgamation.")

anti-fogmatic: raw rum or whiskey.  ("Tom Nettles was mixing a couple of rosy anti-fogmatics.")

Arkansas toothpick: a long knife.  Also known as a California or Missouri toothpick.

backing and filling: Literally, the alternate movements of a steamboat.  Metaphorically, changing one's mind; waffling.

bad egg: a bad person; a good-for-nothing person.

balderdash: nonsense; foolishness; empty babble.

bar, barr: the popular pronunciation and spelling of bear as used prolifically in the South.

beans, don't know, don't care: anything; something; nothing.  ("I don't care beans for the railroad, not a single old red-eyed bean, not a string-bean.")

beat the Dutch: to beat all or beat the devil.  ("Of all the goings on that I ever did hear of, this beats the Dutch.")

bee: a gathering of friends, family and neighbors to carry out a specific time-consuming job, e.g., a corn-husking or quilting bee.  (Compare to "spelling bee".)

b'hoy: a rowdy young man; reveler; ruffian.  See all G'hal.  ("My off-handed manner just suited the b'hoy, on whom any superfluous politeness would have been thrown away.")

biddy: a hen.

big bugs: bigwigs; important people.  ("Who is that walking there with the big bugs in front?")

biggest toad in the puddle: the most important person in a group.

bodaciously: an exaggeration of "bodily".  ("I saw a man in Stockton, California, who had been bodaciously chawed up – to use his own language – by a grizzly bear.")

body: a person.  ("This hot weather makes a body feel odd.  How long would a body be going to Washington?")

boodle: a crowd of people.  ("He declared he'd fight the whole boodle of 'em.")

border ruffians: those living outside the civilized settlements.

born days, in all one's: lifetime; since one was born.  ("Where have you been all your born days, not to know better than that?")

[not] born in the woods to be scared by an owl: refers to one who is experienced and therefore unafraid.

brick in one's hat, to have: to be drunk.

bub and sis: brother and sister, especially applied to children.

bucket shop: a gin mill; a distillery.

buckskin: a Virginian.

bully for you!: well done; good for you.

bummer: the original word for bum.  A lazy hobo or drunk.

bunkum: claptrap.

candle-lighting: dusk.  ("From dinner to dark I give to Society; and from candle-light to early bed-time I read.")

cap the climax: to beat all; to surpass everything.  ("It caps the climax of French arrogance and turpitude.")

carryings-on: frolicking, partying, etc.

catch a weasel asleep, to: referring to something impossible or unlikely, in regard to someone who is always alert or never caught off guard.  ("You can't trick old Joe any sooner than you can catch a weasel asleep.")

caution, a: a warning.  Also a ludicrous example, or someone or something striking.  ("Off we hied to the prairie, and the way the feathers flew was a caution."  "The way Mrs. N. rolsl up her eyes when the English are mentioned is certainly a caution.")

cavort: to frolic or prance about.

chance: a quantity. ("There's a smart chance of cigars there in the bar, stranger, if you'd try some of them.")

chirk: cheerful.  Synonyms: chirp, chirpy.  ("She is not very chirk, but more chirkier than she had been; and all our folks appear more chirkier than they really feel, in order to chirk her up.")

circumstance: anything to speak of.  ("The new hotel will be a smasher, to which the Astor House will be no circumstance.")

cocked hat: to knock someone senseless or to shock him completely.  ("I told Tom I'd knock him into a cocked hat if he said another word.")

Cockneyisms: speaking in a Cockney dialect or pronouncing words with a Cockney accent, a popular speech affectation in Philadelphia from the beginning of the century to 1860.  Some of the Cockneyisms were influenced by the writings of Charles Dickens.

codfish aristocracy: a contemptuous term for people who have made money in business.

cold as a wagon tire: dead.

conniption fit: a fit of hysteria.

considerable: no small specimen.  ("He is really worth knowing, and considerable of a man, as we say – no fool at all.")

Continental: the money issued by Congress during the Revolutionary War.  It eventually became synonymous with anything worthless.  ("I am not worrying about the nomination.  I don't care a Continental if I don't receive it.")

coon's age: a long time.

coot: an idiot; a simpleton; a ninny.

corned: drunk.  ("William McG. brought a load of corn to market, and got corned on the strength of it.")

cow-hide, cow-skin: a whip made of cow-hide.  Also used as a verb, to whip or flog.

cracker: a poor white of the South, named after the crackling whips used by rural Southerners.

crazy as a loon: very crazy.

critter: creature; varmint; a contemptible person.

dang: euphemism for damn.  ("Dang it all!")

dash!:  euphemism for damn.  ("Dash it all!")

dashing: showy, elegant or spirited, especially in dress.

dead meat: a corpse, from 1860 on.

death on: very fond of or very talented at.  ("A long, lanky, cadaverous lawyer, who was death on a speech, powerful in chewing tobacco, and some at a whisky drinking.")

deef: deaf.

designs: plans; schemes; intentions.  ("I like gentlemen's society when I know they have no designs upon my heart ...")

didoes: to cut up didoes was to get into mischief.  ("Must all the world know all the didoes we cut up in the lodge-room?")

diggings: one's home; lodgings; community.  ("It's about time we should go to our diggings.")

dipping: chewing snuff.  ("She was suspect of a mysterious habit denominated in Southern parlance dipping – in other words, of chewing snuff.")

dirk: to stab with a dirk or dagger.

doggery: a cheap drinking establishment; in modern lingo, a dive.  ("Some say that this fellow-feeling between him and the marshal results from the fact that he was a doggery-keeper in the states.")

doings: "fixins" for a meal.  ("A snug breakfast of chicken fixins, eggs, ham-doins, and even slapjacks.")

done gone: a pleonasm (redundancy).  ("He had done gone three hours ago.")

do tell: phrase used to express fascination with a speaker's subject.  ("Do tell!  I want to know!  Did you ever!  Such a powerful right smart chance of learning as you have is enough to split your head open right smack.")

dram shop: a small drinking establishment.

elephant, to see the: to see it all, to experience it all.  Sometimes pertaining to war, to see battle.

exfluncticate: to utterly destroy.  ("The mongrel armies are prostrate – used up – exfluncticated.")

express: the mails, a mail stage.

F.F.V.: First Families of Virginia, of which many claimed to be members to gain special treatment, but eventually used in jest. ("They must do better down in Virginia than they have done, or F.F.V., instead of standing for First Families of Virginia, will get to mean the Fast Flying Virginians.")

fice, fiste, feist, fyst: a worthless dog; a mongrel.  ("All the dogs of the regiment were with us, apparently, from the lofty and high-born staghounds down to the little feist, or mongrel, of the trooper.")

fist, make a: to succeed at something.  ("He reckoned he should make a better fist at farming than edicating.")

fit: popular slang for fought.  ("Here's a going to be one of the peskiest battles that ever was fit.")

fix: a dilemma; a problem; a jam.  ("The Americans are never at a loss when they are in a fix.")

fixings: trimmings, accessories, etc.

fix one's flint: to settle a matter.  ("I thought I had fixed your flint yesterday."  "Stranger, if you don't shut your mouth a little closer than a Gulf clam, I'll fix your flint in short order.")

fleshy: fat.

frolic: a celebration; a party; a wild time.  Also, a fight.

full chisel: at full speed; executed with everything you've got.  ("I met an express coming on full chisel from Philadelphia.")

funeral, not one's: not one's business; none of one's concern.  ("It ain't any of your funeral, I guess, if I did turn the clock back.")

gallnipper: a large mosquito.

g'hal: a rowdy girl; a reveler or ruffian girl.  See all b'hoy.

gone coon, gone sucker: a goner.  ("I was afeared you were a gone coon.")

Gotham: New York City.

go the whole hog: to go all the way.  ("T. Hamilton quotes a placard, 'Jackson forever.  Go the whole hog!'  The expression, I am told, is of Virginian origin.  In that state, when a butcher kills a pig, it is usual to demand of each customer, whether he will go the whole hog.")

gouge: to gouge at your opponent's eyes in a fight, a widely referred to tactic throughout the century.

greased lightning: anything very fast.  ("He spoke as fast as greased lightning.")

grist: a quantity.  ("There has been a mighty grist of rain lately up above.")

grit: guts; courage; toughness.  ("They are full of grit, and ready to swallow Cuba alive.")

grocery: a drinking establishment.  See also doggery, dram shop, groggery.

groggery, grog shop: a low drinking establishment; a dive.

grum: surly, gloomy, glum.  ("The sun seems extraordinarily sulky and grum.")

gum: lies; exaggerations.  As a verb, to dupe someone.  ("Now this was all gum; Sam could not read a word."  "He was speaking of the moon hoax, which gummed so many learned philosophers.")

hang up one's fiddle: to give up.

hankering: a strong desire, used throughout the century.

hash, settle one's: to settle one's business.  ("The parties settled the hash, and retired to comfortable quarters, to quaff cogniac.")

high-falutin: highbrow; stuck up.

hook, on one's own: on one's own; one's own doing.  ("Did he make these forgeries on his own hook, or at the instigation of the big bug?")

hooter: an atom; a tiny amount.  ("Politicians don't care a hooter....")

horn: a glass of liquor or ale.  ("He called lustily for a horn of baldface and molasses.")

horn spoon, by the: an exclamation of surprise, shock or anger.  ("By the horn spoons!")

hornswoggle, honey-fuggled: to cheat; to pull the wool over one's eyes.

hoss: widely used for horse.

huckleberry above a persimmon: a cut above.  The phrase had many variations and shades of meaning.  ("She's a great gal that!  Show me another like her anywhere, and I am there directly.  She's a huckleberry above most people's persimmons.")

huffed, huffy: angry; irritated; offended.  ("Some of them were right huffy about it.")

hull: frequently used for whole.

hum: frequently used for home.

humbug: a deception; a hoax; an imposter; the equivalent of the modern B.S.

husking bee, husking frolic: a social event in which the community came together to husk corn and to drink; they often ended with drunken brawls.

I snore, I swan, I swow: socially acceptable alternatives to the expression "I swear", which was considered impolite, originating with the youth of New England.

Johnny, John: a Chinaman.

Jonathan: the American people.  Also known as Brother Jonathan or Uncle Sam.  Also, a yankee, a downeaster.

kick: to protest or object to something; to complain.  ("Members of Congress kicked against receiving any more petitions.")

knee-high to a ...: humorous description of short stature or youth.  ("He has lived with me ever since he was knee-high to a mosquito.")

land sakes: socially acceptable alternative for Lord's sake, considered to be a profanity.  ("Land sakes!  That poor critter never had the spunk to kill himself.")

lay: price; terms; salary.  ("He brought a large drove of cattle at a good lay.")

let her rip: let it go!  ("As it is all for the good of the party, let her rip.")

like a book: to speak eloquently or with a large vocabulary.  ("She sang like a nightingale and talked like a book.")

likely: able-bodied; attractive; serviceable.

limb: the socially acceptable or polite word for leg.  ("The Indian maiden was seated on a rock, her legs (beg pardon, her limbs) stretched far asunder.")

liquor: to take a drink.  ("Having liquored, we proceeded on the journey."  "It's a bargain, then.  Come, let's liquor on it.")

little end of the horn: same as short end of the stick.  To come out of a situation disadvantaged.

log-rolling: a community effort to roll logs and clear land for a cabin's construction.

mad as a March hare: very angry, from early in the century.

make a die: to die.  ("I wonder the dog didn't go mad, or make a die of it.")

man alive: popular exclamation expression surprise, shock, etc.  ("Man alive!  What do you put yourself in such a plaguy passion for?")

mind, have a: to have a notion; to be willing.  ("He, having a mind to coax the dog to stay with him, took a piece of bread.")

mitten, to get or give the: a lady, in turning down a proposal, is said to give the gentleman the mitten.

mosey: to saunter or shuffle along.

most: used for almost.

mought: used for might, especially in Philadelphia, where Cockneyisms were popular.

mudsill: the uneducated, working class.

no-account, no-count: worthless.

nohow, no way you can fix it: not at all.  ("I couldn't read a chapter in the Bible no how you could fix it, bless the Lord!")

not by a jugful: not at all.

notions: a wide range of miscellaneous articles for sale.  ("I thought I'd go and see about my load of turkeys and other notions.")

odds, ask no: ask no favor.  ("I ask no odds of them, no more than I do of the dirt I walk on.")

off the reel: immediately.  ("I had a mind to have a fight with him off the reel, and settle the right of soil at once.")

old man, old woman: one's spouse.  Also, one's father or mother.

old orchard: whiskey.  ("The old orchard went merrily around....")

one-horse: small, limited, inferior.  ("I'm done with one-horse bedsteads, I am.")

opine: to be of the opinion.  ("Not a few leeches in that city, we opine, will vote for him.")

ornery: mean.  ("You ornery fellow!")

painter, panter: popular pronunciation and spelling of panther.  ("My master said that I ought to live among painters and wolves, and sold me to a Georgia man for two hundred dollars.")

pardner, pard: friendly variation of partner, popularly used in mining camps.

peaked: thin or sickly in appearance.  ("My face grew as peaked as a crow's beak.")

peart: fresh and happy; sprightly.  ("These little fixins make a man feel right peart.")

Philadelphia lawyer: popularly credited with nearly superhuman intellect by the masses.  ("It would puzzle a dozen Philadelphia lawyers to unriddle the conduct of the democrats.")

picayune: used to signify something small or frivolous.  ("The honorable senator from Kentucky by way of ridicule calls this a picayune bill.")

picture: one's face; one's person.  ("'Consarn his picture!' said Jeff in a low tone.")

pile on the agony: to add insult to injury.

plank, plank down, plank up: to pay in cash.

plug-ugly: a Baltimore rowdy; any rowdy or ruffian.

plum, plumb: entirely, completely.

plunder: personal belongings, baggage.

pony up, post the pony: pay up.

poor as Job's turkey: very poor.

powerful: great; extreme; a large quantity.  ("He was powerful tired.")

pucker: in a state of irritation or anger.  ("My wife will be in a fine pucker when she finds this sum exhausted.")

puke: a Missourian.

pull foot: to leave in a hurry.  ("Jerry pulled foot for home like a streak of lightning.")

quilting bee: a social event in which women get together to make a quilt.

rambunctious: rowdy, disorderly or boisterous.

reckon: to think or guess.  ("I reckon so.")

retiracy: retirement.

ride out on a rail: to be forced to leave town.

rip-roaring, rip-staver, rip-snortin': an impressive person or thing.

rum-hole: a small drinking establishment, especially in New York.

Sabbaday, Sabberday: the Sabbath day.

sakes alive: the equivalent of good heavens or for God's sake.  ("Law sakes alive!")

Salt River: to row someone up Salt River is to beat him up or give him hell.

Sam Hill: euphemism for the devil.

savage as a meat axe: extremely savage.

savagerous: savage.

school ma'am, school marm: a woman teacher.

seed: often used for saw or seen.

set by, set much by: to regard; to esteem.  From early in the century.

set store by, to: to set value upon; to appreciate.  ("He observed very feelingly, that he set more store to this song than to all the rest.")

seven by nine: something or someone of inferior or common quality, originating from common window panes of that size.  ("The charge was re-echoed by every little paltry seven-by-nine Locofoco print, and every brawling bar-room politician.")

shakes, great: of great consequence.  ("I'm no great shakes at bragging.  I never was.")

shaw, pshaw!: an expression of contempt or incredulity.

shecoonery: a corruption of chicanery.

shines, to cut: to pull practical jokes or tricks; to make funny business.  ("We cut a few shines with the girls, and started to the tavern.")

shucks: worthless people or things (from corn or pea shucks).  ("He ain't worth shucks.")

shut pan: shut up; shut your mouth.  ("Shut pan, and sing small, or I'll throw you into the drink.")

sin to Moses, sin to Crockett: something that would shame either Moses or Davy Crockett.  ("The way he fights is a sin to Crockett.")

skedaddle: to flee.

skeery: to be afraid or cautious.  ("I was skeery and bashful at first, in meeting with a young and beautiful creature like her.")

slantindicular: slanting.  ("He looked up at me slantendicular, and I looked down at him slantindicular.")

slick: to fix or dress up.  ("He was slicked up for the occasion.")

smart, right: a large quantity.  ("There ain't been much rain lately, but there's right smart of snow, and it's about half-melted snow.")

smart as a steel trap, quick as a steel trap: particularly intelligent and quick.

smile: to drink; to take a drink.  ("I imbibed a final smile to my own health, and left my allies alone.")

soaplock: a rowdy.  Named after a hairstyle (cut short behind and long in front and parted to fall below the ears on the sides, sometimes as far as the collar) worn by such a rowdy.  ("You will behave yourselves as men, patriots and gentlemen should, and not like soaplocks and rowdies.")

sockdologer: a powerful punch or blow.  ("I hit him one polt – it was what I call a sogdolloger – that made him dance like a ducked cat.")

some pumpkins: someone or something impressive.  ("One of them thinks he's got a scrub [horse] that's some pumpkins.")

sot: a corruption of set or sat.

sour on: to get sick of someone or something; to give up something out of disgust.  ("I guess he will sour on William, when he has seen him for about fifteen minutes.")

spree: to go out on a spree is to go out and carouse; to party and get drunk.

Square: sometimes used for Squire.

squatter: one who settles on land without legal title, a widespread practice in the West.

Squire: a justice of the peace or magistrate.

States, the: used in the western territories to denote the organized states back east.

steady habits: the land of steady habits was New England.

store: the word shop was used most popularly throughout the 1700s, but gradually gave way to store in the early 1800s.

streaked: frightened or annoyed.  ("I felt streaked though, for the balls were whistling over our heads.")

suspicion: to suspect.  ("They began to suspicion, maybe, that they had got the wrong sow by the ear.")

tote: to carry.

trace: a trail or path.  ("On either side was the thick forest, sometimes grown up with underbrush to the margin of the trace.")

truck, spun truck: garden produce intended for market.  Later, it came to mean any quantity of "stuff".  ("School learning is mighty poor truck to put into a feller's head, unless he's got a good deal of brains there.")

tuckered out: exhausted.  ("You got all tuckered out.")

vamoose: to leave quickly.

varmint: a wild animal or objectionable person.  ("The fossil remnant of some antediluvian varmint, in the shape of a molar tooth, was dug up.")

Virginia fence: a staggering drunk was said to make this (a zig-zagging fence) when he walked.  Anyone or anything that meanders.  Any fence constructed in this manner.

wake snakes: to raise a ruckus.  ("Wake snakes and come to judgement – the times are big with the fate of nations.")

want to know: a New England expression equivalent to today's "Really?  What else happened?"

whip: to defeat or beat an opponent.

whip one's weight in wild cats: to defeat a powerful opponent.  ("Every man who could whip his weight in wild cats burned with desire of reaping renown by an encounter with Francisco.")

whitewash: to gloss over or hide one's faults or shortcomings.

wrathy: angry.  ("This cornered me, and made me a little wrathy.")

Yankee notions: things made in New England, made widely known by traveling Yankee peddlers.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Swear Words, Taboo Words, Euphemisms

(All the three- and four-letter swear words we're familiar with today were in use throughout the 1800s in their base forms.)

adventuress: euphemism for prostitute or wild woman.

bass-ackwards: used throughout the century.

blame: euphemism for damn, used throughout the century and especially in New England.

blazes: euphemism for hell or the devil.

bloody: British swear word, from mid-1700s on.

boot-licker: the equivalent of a brown-noser.

breast: not used in mixed company.  "Delicate" citizens went so far as to call a chicken breast a bosom.

bull: a taboo word due to its association with sexual potency.  Polite folk spoke of a cow brute, a gentleman cow, a top cow, or a seed ox.

bull: in reference to lies or exaggerations, widely popularized by Civil War soldiers, from 1860s on.

cherry: vulgar term for a young woman, from at least mid-century on.

clap: for venereal disease from the 1700s on.

cussed: a somewhat acceptable swear word, meaning cursed, contemptible, mean, etc.  ("Blast the cussed old imp!"  "You are a cussed fool!")

dad: a euphemistic form of God. ("Dad-blame it!")

damn: a more powerful swear word in the nineteenth century than now.  Acceptable euphemisms included blame, dang, darn, dern, ding and others.  Gol was sometimes used as an euphemistic prefix.  ("The gol-derned idiots!")

devil: a more powerful expletive in the nineteenth century than now.

dickens: a euphemism for the devil.  ("What the dickens are you going on about now?")  Popularly used from the second half of the century.

dratted: a mild expletive, sometimes used as a euphemism for damned, throughout most of the century.

French pox: euphemism for syphilis.

hell: euphemistically known as blazes, heck, Jesse, Sam Hill, thunder, and others.

hell-fired: euphemistically known as all-fired or joe-fired.

inexpressibles: euphemism for pants or trousers.

Jesse: hell.  To give one jesse is to give one hell or beat the hell out of him.

knock up: to impregnate, from as early as 1813.

leg: considered a naughty term; limb was used as a polite substitute.

lickfinger: brown-noser.

lick-spittle: same as lickfinger.

limb: used as a polite substitute for leg, which was considered naughty.

Nancy, Nancy-boy: an effeminate man, from 1800 on.

necessary: euphemism for the outhouse or water closet; the bathroom.  Used throughout the century.

oath: any swearing involving the name of God or Jesus; any swear word.

pants, trousers: not spoken of aloud in polite circles, especially during the first half of the century.  Acceptable alternatives: inexpressibles, unmentionables, nether garments, and sit-down-upons.

redneck: a poor, white rural Southerner, from 1830 on.

scalawag: a mean, rotten or worthless person, from at least the 1840s.

snore, swan, swow: euphemisms used by New Englanders for the word swear, which was once itself considered a swear word.  Used throughout the century.  ("Well!  I swan!")

strumpet: prostitute, used throughout the century.

tarnal: a Yankee swear word, from the 1700s on.

tarnation, nation: euphemisms for damnation, widely used throughout the century.

whoremonger: not a pimp, but one who patronized prostitutes frequently.  (The more recent term "war-monger" is actually a pun on this.)

